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In 1926, John wrote a book on Walt Whitman, at the
instance of Sir John Squire, for the English Men of Letters
series, undertaking it with many doubts and fears, which
were partly shared by those of his friends who doubted
whether an author so steeped in the classical tradition,
drawing all his own inspiration from the Greek and Latin
authors, from Milton, Wordsworth, Matthew Arnold,
would be able to do fall justice to Walt Whitman. But
the book was by common consent one of the best he ever
wrote, as Sir John Squire said in a tribute to my husband's
memory in the August 1931 number of the London
Mercury, in which he described him as " one of the wisest
and most catholic critics of our times ", a tribute which
would have given him very great pleasure.
In 1927 he edited the diaries of my half-sister, Lady
Frederick Cavendish, and in 1929 wrote a book on Shake-
speare for the " English Heritage " series. This gave him
more trouble, I think, than anything he ever wrote; he
was so conscious of the greatness of the subject and of his
own inadequacy for dealing with it. But it was very well
received and has gained for itself a recognized place iji
Shakespearian criticism. In 1927 he had contributed intro-
ductions to the Georgian edition of Jane Austen, and in
1931 these introductions were reprinted in a separate
volume, together with some new matter; this book actu-
ally appeared after his death. At the end of his life he
was twice asked to speak on the wireless, and in March
and April 1930 he broadcast six lectures, on Johnson, Bos-
well, Gibbon, Burke and Fox, and in 1931 gave ten read-
ings from nineteenth-century authors—Carlyle, Ruskin,
Newman arid others; the last was given on March 8th
just before his last illness began.
The letters which follow, and still more the extracts
from my husband's diaries which I have given—and many
passages which I have not—show how constantly he was
preoccupied with religious problems. His upbringing as
a child had been on definitely Christian, rather Evangeli-
cal, lines and his mother's death when he was only nine

